
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTRICT GOVERNORõS MESSAGE 
 
 

 
 

 
Our first cabinet will be in Amsterdam at America's Best Value Motel on Sep 11th at 
8:30AM for  registration and coffee. The meeting will begin at 9:00AM. We will have a 
program by the  Eye Bank/Sight Society with Vicky Adler and Joann Beach. We will 
also have a presentation by PDG Ken Butkowski II on the MD20 redist ricting. Cost for 
the lunch, soup, sandwich, and salad bar is $12.00. Please get you reservations to Lion 
Tim Brown ASAP.  
 
Yours in Lionism,  
 

DG John 
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Lions, Lionesses and Leos, 
 

I hope each of you are enjoying our great summer. This is a 
good time to relax, spend time wit h family an d friends and 
recharge our batteries for another year of Lionism.  
  
August 7th will be our pre -cabinet meeting at the Perth Town 
Hall at 8:30AM. I hope that all District and  Clubs officers will 
be in attendance. We will make plans for the new year and get 
things off to  a great start. Please bring a salad or cookies. The 
Broadalbin-Lions Club will provide coffee  and lunch. 
  



 

 
Lion Jerry Gordon has posted most of the 2010-11 district directory on the web site, 
including the DGõs visitation schedule and district chairs. Current Club info is there for 
those clubs that responded with their  2010-11 info. Make sure he has your latest info. 
 

 

 

District Governor John Samples Sr. 

Pre ð Cabinet Meeting 
 

August 7th  
8:30 am ð Noon  

Perth Town Hall  
1849 County Highway 107  

Amsterdam, NY 12010 
 

District Governor  John Samples Sr. will be hosting a pre -cabinet meeting at the Per th 
Town Hall. DG John will be reviewing his plans for the upcoming Lion year and it is 
important that we all know the direction we are headed and how we as individuals 
and clubs can assist DG John in obtaining his goals.  
 
It is imperative that all Distric t Cabinet Officers attend as will ask all CLUB 
Presidents, Secretaries and Zone Chairs.  
 
Coffee and Lunch will be provided  
 
Please RSVP to  
Lion Tim Brown  
315-269-3727  
timothyjbrownsr@roadrunner.com  
 

 

 

 
 

Attend the Leadership Institute in Syracuse ! 
 

Thursday, September 30th - Saturday, October 2nd, 2010. 
 

mailto:timothyjbrownsr@roadrunner.com


 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

VCB Announcesé  

  

Join us to celebrate VCB. 

Sunday, August 1, 2010 

11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 Join VISIONS VCB as we thank you for your generosity and hard work! 

11:00 am ï 12:15 pm:   Guided Tours, Swimming & Lounging, 

VCB Executive Committee Meeting 

12:15 ï 2:00 pm:  Picnic Lunch, Awards Ceremony, and Entertainment 

2:00 ï 4:00 pm:  Participate & Observe VCB Programming /Activities, 

Swimming & Lounging 

For questions and to confirm your attendance contact Lion Khaled Musa at VISIONS  

212-625-1616, ext. 130 or kmusa@visionsvcb.org 

The VCB is located at :        111 Summit Park Road, Spring Valley, NY   10977  

VCB Office:   (845) 354-3003 

mailto:kmusa@visionsvcb.org


 
 
 

 
 

Not above you ð not beneath you ð but with you . 
 

 



 
 

Empire State Special Needs Experience (Lions Camp Badger) was busy in July.   
 
They held their Multiple District 20 Leo Weeken d from July 23rd  to 25th. Leos were 
invited to spend the weekend for a mixture of fun and service. They gathered for lunch 
on Friday followed by a tour of the camp.  
 
Breakfast on Saturday was followed by a review class of what a Leo is and how  to have 
a better Leo club. Then they reviewed ideas for new projects and how they, as Leos, can 
participate at the State convention this coming year and what they want to do and gain 
from the  convention. After  lunch they work ed on projects the camp had set for them to 
do, such as painting. Dinner was followed by free time and a campfire.  
 
Breakfast on Sunday was followed by a church service. Then they met to greet the Lions 
Clubs and District Governors as they arrive d at the camp for Lions Appreciation Day 
on July 25th, giving Lions a chance to reacquaint themselves with the camp. There were 
tours, food and fun for everyone.  The Leos helped in any way they were needed on 
Sunday. Some even stayed and finish ed cleaning up on Monday morning .  
 
 

 

 

 
 

Helpful Hint  
 

PDG Surnoff Judy suggests the Bierley 
MonoMouse.  òI think this is great and the price 
is a lot better those big machines and clubs 
should know about it. ó Priced under $200. 
  

Sources of this product  include : Amazon at 
http://magnifying -aids-
inc.amazonwebstore.com/B001DIM63W/M/B001DIM63W.h tm 
 
and http:/Magnifyingaids.com  

 

http://magnifying-aids-inc.amazonwebstore.com/B001DIM63W/M/B001DIM63W.htm
http://magnifying-aids-inc.amazonwebstore.com/B001DIM63W/M/B001DIM63W.htm


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YORKTOWN HEIGHTS, NYéOn Saturday, July 17, 2010, 200 Lions from 40 Lions 
Clubs attended the annual Guiding Eyes for the Blind celebrat ion Salute to the Lions at 
the guide dog schoolõs Training Center and Headquarters in Yorktown Heights, NY.   
Joining Club members was Council Chairman, Bill Williams, as well as  District 
Governors Michael Bryceland (20 R-1), Richard Ernst (20 E-2), Stuart Wizwer (20-O), 
Judy Swiss (20-S), Vice District Governors Clancy Burkwit (20 -N), Peter Lyons (20-O), 
and Past District Governors Cliff Young (20 -O), Cary Smolen (20-R1), Lorri Kerzner (20-
S), and Karl Walburg (20-R1).   

 

 
   
 

The Van Tassel Society, an ad hoc group of Lions dedicated to encouraging Lions Clubs 
to support Guiding Eyes, organized the dayõs program.  Chairman Angelo Purcigliotti 
(PDG 20 R-1) received a plaque in appreciation of his longstanding dedication to 
Guiding Eyes, commemorating his  retirement from this leadership role.  PDG Richard 
Kahn assumes the chairman responsibilities. 
 
Nearly $40,000 was raised at the celebration, and the dayõs program focused on those 
Guiding Eyes projects which had received Lions Club support.    

 

One of the most significant of these recent projects was Guiding Eyesõ purchase of a 
veterinary MRI machine, making it the first guide dog school in the world to own this 
technology.  The purchase of the MRI was made possible through a $75,000 Lions Club 
Internation al Foundation grant, which was matched with $75,000 of donations from 
Lions Clubs.  Dr. Kelly Brown, Guiding Eyes veterinarian, explained the science of the 
machine and the valuable insight it affords the veterinary staff in quickly diagnosing 
health conditions that may be experienced by guide dogs.   
 

 
òSalute to Lions Dayó  

at Guiding Eyes for the Blind  
Draws Record Club Attendance  

$350,000 raised over the last five years 
 

Over the last five years Lions Clubs have 
raised $350,000, funds which are 
earmarked for the renovation of the 
whelping kennels at Guiding Eyesõ Canine 
Development Center in Patterson, New 
York.  A facsimile check for this amount 
was presented to Guiding Eyes Vice 
President Lisa Deutsch by Angelo 
Purcigliotti, chairman of the schoolõs Van 
Tassel Society. 



 

Lions Club members in attendance had the rare opportunity to hear from a parent 
whose family and autistic child are the beneficiaries of a Guiding Eyes autism service 
dog.  Guiding Eyes is the only guide dog  school in the U.S. to train its dogs to provide 
safety and companionship for children with autism.   Families who are trained by 
Guiding Eyes in its Heeling Autism program receive the dog, equipment, and extensive 
training at no charge, making this progra m unique among all those of autism service 
dog providers.  
 

 
 

Guiding Eyes for the Blind, founded in 1954, is a leading guide dog training school  
dedicated to enriching the lives of blind and visually impaired men and women by 
providing them with the fre edom to travel safely, assuring greater independence, 
dignity and new horizons of opportunity.  Guiding Eyes makes a lifetime pact with its 
graduates to provide follow -up services and guidance, so that òteamsó can lead 
fulfilling and productive lives.  Stu dents come from all over the United States and 
around the world to be partnered and trained with the schoolõs renowned guide dogs, 
and all of its services are provided at no charge to clients.  Guiding Eyesõ Headquarters 
and Training Center is in Yorktown Heights, NY, and its Canine Development Center is 
in Patterson, NY.  

 

 
 

 

For more information about Guiding Eyes for the Blind go to www.guidingeyes.org/lions  
 

Shown Left: Albany & Troy Lion T om 
Hart presents a check. 
 
Some levity and unusual insight into the 
life of a blind person who resides and 
works in New York City was provided 
by Guiding Eyes graduate Brian Fischer, 
a stand-up comedian. 

Shown Right: Albany & Troy Lions Lions 
Jerry Gordon, Ruth Sano, Terry Page, Paul 
Vergoni, Diane Hart, Tom Hart, Alex 
Gill ies, Maryanne Gordon, Vickie 
Shahinian and Elaine Hayner at the annual 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind Salute to the 
Lions. 
 

Lions Clubsõ willingness to help others 
serves as an inspiration to the Guiding 
Eyes for the Blind organization, and it is 
grateful to claim thousands of Lions as 
treasured members of its family.  
 
 
 

http://www.guidingeyes.org/lions


 

 
 
King Lion Diane Burke Hart received a Robert J. Uplinger Award. We presented an 
Appreciation Award to Lion Ruth Sano for her 3-year presidency, and we gave 
Appreciation plaques  to Lions Tom Hart, Elaine Hayner, Larry Krug  and Terry Page for 
their continuing service to our club and the  community.  
 
The Albany & Troy Lions Club donated $100 to help a 16-year-old deaf girl from 
Whitesboro (at the western end of district 20Y2) attend a pre-college experience called 

òExplore Your Future.ó They also donated $100 to LCIF in Lion John Krumanockerиs 
memory and made a $100 donation in honor of Lion Jerry Gordon for òhis many years 
of dedication to the Lions Club.ó 
 
The 20th Annual Salute-to-the-Lions Day took place on Saturday, July 17, at Guiding 

Eyes for the Blind in Yorktown Heights. A group of 1 0 A&T Lions (+ Bob Sano), 
looking resplendent in their new polo shirts, made the trip. The day included a 
luncheon, tours of the kennels and campus, and guide-dog demonstrations. We heard 
from graduates, Heeling Autism parents and puppy trainers, and we pr esented our 
donation. It was a very enjoyable (in spite of the heat) and educational experience. 
 
Over the last year (July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010) The Albany & Troy Lions Club : 

Collected 16,670 pairs of used eyeglasses and 85 used hearing aids. 
Provided eyeglasses for 34 children and 63 adults. 
Presented the David B. Klingaman Citizenship Award with a check for $100 to 14 area 

high-school seniors. 
Donated funds to send tw o deaf 8th-grade girls on a special school trip. 
Provided transportation for a student to attend training at Leader Dogs for the Blind 

in Rochester, MI. 

Purchased hearing aids for two needy women. 



 
Repaired a hearing aid for an elderly gentleman. 
Participated in the "Shoes for the Shoeless" project that sent over 10,000 pairs of used 

shoes to Appalachia.  
Provided funds to send a Troy H.S. sophomore to the Hugh O'Brian Youth leadership 

seminar. 
Sponsored a blood drive in August that collected enough blood to help 174 hospital 

patients. 7 Lions worked 37 man-hours at the drive and 2 Lions donated blood.  
Sponsored a blood drive in December that collected enough blood to help 138 

hospital patients. 8 Lions worked 25 man-hours at the drive and 2 Lions donated blood. 
Purchased clothes and food for a family of four during the holidays.  
Contributed to a Troy family to help fund their sick child's visits to the Children's 

Hospital in Boston,  and to another Troy family that lost their home in a fire.  
Donated to the Sight Society/Lions Eye Bank; Guiding Eyes for the Blind; Capital 

District Chapter of  the American Council of the Blind; NABA; Fabulous Friends with 
Flying Fingers (a youth group that  sings and performs in sign language); Lions Clubs 
International Foundation; Camp Scully; Lions' Camp  Badger; Alzheimer's Association; 
Visions Center for Blindness; Regional Food Bank. 
 

 
 

 

   

BBBAAALLLLLLSSSTTTOOONNN   SSSPPPAAA   LLLIIIOOONNNSSS   CCCLLLUUUBBB   
 

 
 
The club was also parking cars as a fundraiser at the Saratoga County Fair Grounds on 
July 20th through 25 th. 
 

The Ballston Spa Lions Club was 
represented at the 20th Annual Salute-to-
the-Lions Day on Saturday, July 17, at 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind in Yorktown 
Heights. Attendees shown left are Lion 
Pat Southworth, Lion Patti Southworth, 
Lion Harry Petersen and Lion Bob 
Masson. 
 
The club continu ed their fundraiser with 
Curtis Lumber Hot Dog Sales on July  
11th at Curtis Lumber in Ballston Spa. 
 
 
 
 




