
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISTRICT GOVERNORõS MESSAGE 
 

 
 

We did very well in increasing our membership in the district. We are still positive and 
gaining more members all the time. Please donõt stop this stellar performance. We must 
not forget that the more hands that we have, the more good we can accomplish. This 
includes keeping our present members involved. GREAT JOB 20Y2!! 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank each member of this district for allowing 
me to serve you as District Governor this year. You received me, my wife Lion 
Elizabeth and VDG John most graciously and generously on our visitations. This is not 
a year we will soon forget. I appreciate your support for Camp Badger ( ESSNE ) and 
hope you will consider continuing building  up this on e of our two state projects to a 
self-sustaining level. Diabetes is still a concern that I will be placing great emphasis on 
as I transition to a PDG. Please keep this concern alive in your clubs as well.  
 

Yours in Lionism,  
 

DG Ed and Lion Elizabeth 
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Hello Lions, Lionesses & Leos, 
 

Well, now that Memorial Day has past, we are officially in full 
summer mode. I hope everyone had an enjoyable holiday. My 
club has ramped up for a full summer of fund r aising and 
projects as I know many others have as well. Make sure that 
you have information available at all of your activities to 
educate and attract new members to Lionism. Let them know 
what you have accomplished in your own community as well 
as what Lions International does. We are still our own best 
kept secret. Let people know who we are and how proud you 
are to be a Lion. 
 
  



 
FROM THE DESK OF JOHN SAMPLES SR, FIRST VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR 
 
 

 
 
Thank you District 20 -Y2 for the honor of serving as you District Governor for 2010 -
2011. I am looking forward to a great year. I am here to serve you and trust you will be 
in touch if I  can be of any assistance to you or your Club.   
 
A special thanks to Lions Karen and Scott Rager for their work in putting the directory 
together. Please continue to send your Club and officer information to them so they can 
get the directory  printed and in you r hands in a timely ma nner. 
 
We had a great MD20 convention in Buffalo this year. Thanks to everyone who stopped 
by our hospitality roo m for refreshments and to say "hey". A special thanks to the B-P 
Lions Club for their help with the refreshments and a "v ery" special thanks Lions Kirk  
and Joyce Hardenburg, Lions Tom and Val Kevlin, Lion Bill Suchy, and Lion Eric 
Kimmelman for their work in setting up, running and taking down the room. Without 
their help it would not have gotten done. My fellow  Council members determined our 
room to be the best. 
 
My congratulations go to PDG Douglas Alexander for being elected to serve MD20 the 
next two years as International Director.   
 
MD 20 is now sending invoices for MD20 dues via email. Emails will be  sent to the 
President and Treasurer of each Club that has information on file with the State office. 
Statements should be sent by the 20th of July. Please be sure to send in your Club dues 
in a timely ma nner. 
 
June is going to be a very busy month around the District. With Region and Zone 
meetings, anniversaries, and officer installations we will be going here and there and 
will be attending as many events as possible.  
 
My pre -cabinet meeting will be August 7th at the Perth Town Hall building and will 
begin at 8:30AM. I urg e all Club and District officers to be in attendance. We will be 

Lions, Lionesses and Leos, 
 

As this is my last article as VDG, I would like to say "thank you" 
to some Lions that made this year very special for me. First, to 
DG Ed and Lion Elizabeth for allowing me to travel with them 
on Club vi sitations. We had a great time and lots of fun. 
Elizabeth and I had a full time job  getting DG Ed to shut up on 
time. I made a lot of friends with Lions I had not met before.  
Thank you to the Clubs that invited me to their a nniversary 
celebrations and allowing me to join  you in celebrating a 
milestone in your Club's history.   
 
 



making plans for the new Lions year. I would like to meet with all Zone Chairs at this 
time. Coffee and lunch will be provided by the District and prepared by members of the 
B-P Lions Club. There will be no charge but please sign up with Lion Tim Brown so we 
will know how many  to plan for.  
 
I want to cont inue the good membership growth that we have experienced this year. 
We should finish  the year with about a plus 50 new members. Everyone will  have to do 
their part if w e are to exceed this next year. 
 
"Obstacles are those frightful things you see when you take your eye off your goal". 
Henry Ford  
 
VDG John 
 
 

 

District Governor Elect John Samples Sr. 

Pre ð Cabinet Meeting 
 

August 7th  
8:30 am ð Noon 

Perth Town Hall  
1849 County Highway 107  

Amsterdam, NY 12010 
 

District Governor  Elect John Samples Sr. will be hosting a pre -cabinet meeting at the 
Perth Town Hall. DG E John will be reviewing his plans for the upcoming Lion year 
and it is important that we all know the direction we are headed and how we as 
individuals and clubs can assist DG E John in obtaining his goals.  
 
It is imperative that all District Cabinet Officers attend as will ask all CLUB 
Presidents, Secretaries and Zone Chairs.  
 
Coffee and Lunch will be provided  
 
Please RSVP to  
Lion Tim Brown  
315-269-3727  
timothyjbrownsr@roadrunner.com  
 

mailto:timothyjbrownsr@roadrunner.com


 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
District 20-Y2 held a Leadership Workshop on Saturday May 8th at St Joseph's Church 
in Greenfield. Lunch was prepared by the Greenfield Lions Club . Valuable training and 
support was provided for incoming Zone Chairs, Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Attend the Leadership Institute in S yracuse! 
 

Thursday, September 30th - Saturday, October 2nd, 2010. 
 

The 2010-2011 MD20 Council  of 
Governors is shown above with 
incoming  International President Sid 
Scruggs III (center).  
 
Lion Mary Claire Noakes, Trustee, is 
seen working at the raffle table of the 
New York State & Bermuda Foundation . 



 
 

                                   
 

                                 
 

                                 
 

  
 

 

 

 



Revised Suspension Policy 
 

In April, 2010 the Board of Directors app roved an amended policy, effective July 1, 2010 that 
affects Clubs that have not paid their club balances on time. The policy is as follows:  
 

A Club which has an unpaid balance in excess of US$20 per member or US$1,000 per club, 
whichever is less, outstanding past 120 days will be automatically suspended including the 
charter, rights, privileges, and obligation of the Lions Club. In the event, the Club does not 
reach an active status by the 28th of the following month the clubõs charter would be 
automatically canceled.  
 

Suspension is the temporary deferment of the charter, rights, privileges and obligations of a 
Lions club due to an unpaid balance.  
 

Clubs on suspension shall not:  
(a) Conduct service activities  
(b) Conduct fund raising activities;  
(c) Participate in district and multiple district functions or seminars;  
(d) Participate in any voting procedures outside of the club  
(e) Endorse or nominate a candidate for district, multiple district and         
international office;                                   
(f) Submit Monthly Membership Report and report forms;  
(g) Sponsor a Lions club, or organize a Leo or a Lioness club. 

 

Clubs on Suspension shall:  
(a) Hold meetings to discuss the future of the club and identify the steps needed 
 to regain an active status.  
(b) Make payments to clear the existing outstanding balance, or request a 
 payment plan.  

 

This revised policy has serious consequences for clubs that are in arrears in paying their club 
balances. This policy could affect Clubs that have as little as two per -capita billings or less 
unpaid at 120 days. Clubs placed on suspension may regain an active status by sending 
payments sufficient to pay the balance. A re-activation report will not be required to regain an 
active status, however, officers should immediately review and update the membership roster 
after a Club is released from Suspension.  
 

Dues are the primary source of income used to support the programs and services provided to 
our membership. Regular and prompt payment is expected to ensure continued support of this 
great operation. 
 

Please feel free to contact us at membershipbilling@lionsclubs.org  should you require 
additional information. We hope all clubs will review their statements regularly, and will send 
the necessary payments to ensure their good status is protected.  
Membership Billing and Accounts Services  

300 W. 22
nd 

Street         Phone:  630-203-3820 

Oakbrook, IL 60523-8842         membershipbilling@lionsclubs.org              FAX:    630-706-9108 
 

mailto:membershipbilling@lionsclubs.org


 

 
 

 
 

 

   
 

Above Right: Lion Sandie Clark is shown demonstrating and discussing the new 
caption telephones and the New York Relay Service available for  fellow Lions 
and members of the community.  
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The 20Y2 Lions Hearing Conservation Society held their annual dinner meeting and 
installation of officers on May 24, 2010 at the Raindancer Steak Parlour in Amsterdam. 
The Guest Speaker was Ben Driscoll, Jr. Executive Director of the Association for the 
Hearing Impaired, Inc.  
 

 
 

Right: PDG Surnoff Judy, president of the 
20Y2 Lions Hearing Conservation Society 
is seen at the MD20 Convention  presenting 
the New Lions Affordable Hearing Aid 
Program and the assistive devices 
available in the Lion loan out centers. 
 

Below:  Lion Sandie Clark presented the 
New Caption Telephones and free service 
available in New York State thro ughout 
the New York State Relay Service. 
 
  

Left: Vice District Governor  John 
Samples inducted the new officers of 
the 20Y2 District Lions Hearing 
Conservation Society. The new officers 
for the year 2010-2011 are PDG Surnoff 
Judy, Lion Joe Grono, PDG Joan Scott 
and Lion Eric Unisiawski.  
 



 

 
 

 
 

                                                                                                         
 

 
 

 
 

 

Founded in 1939, the Empire State Special Needs 
Experience, Inc. (formerly the Empire State Speech 
and Hearing Clinic) is a non -profit special education 
summer school operated as a New York State Lions 
Club Project. The school at Lions Camp Badger has a 
new name: EMPIRE STATE SPECIAL NEEDS 
EXPERIENCE, INC. Their name has changed to meet 
the changing times and needs of the students and the 

 
young adults that they serve. The school program is 
run Monday thru Friday and has instruction based on 
each studentõs Individual Education Program, IEP. 
Their program will have an emphasis on the transition 
from school to the world of work in addition to the 
subject content required for each individua l. Personal 
grooming, food preparation , kitchen skills, cleaning 
and laundr y will be included in the skills exposed and 
encouraged in the transition program.   
 
There are two new programs this summer at Lions 
Camp Badger / Empire Special Needs Experience: 
Project New Hope and The Circle of Life Camp 
 

Project New Hope  will be hosting weekend retreats for 
veterans of conflict and their families. The first of two 
retreats was held on May 21- 23 and the second will be 
held on June 11- 13th. Other weekends are the 
planning stage and will be announced when the 
details are finalized.  These retreats are at no cost to the 
veteran and family.  If you have interest to help with  

this project or have any questions regarding it you may 
contact Executive Director George Kelly at their website 
www.projectnewhope.net   or through Lions Camp Badger. 
 
The Circle of Life Camp is another new project at Lions 
Camp Badger and is described in more detail below.  

http://projectnewhope.net/index.cfm/pageid/27



